. Transfection with a non-targeting scrambled shRNA, or with p38α and p38β-targeting shRNAs in the A375 melanoma cell line. Western blotting was used to evaluate changes in protein expression levels. Metastasis markers MMP2 and MMP9 were downregulated following p38α knockdown in A375 melanoma cells. sh, short hairpin; MMP, matrix metallopeptidase.
. Transient transfection with p38α and p38β-targeting siRNAs in B16F0 melanoma cells. (A) Western blotting was performed to confirm the knockdown efficiency of the siRNAs compared with untransfected or NC siRNA-transfected cells. The results revealed that specific knockdown of p38α and p38β was achieved. (B) Representative images and quantification of Transwell migration assays. Knockdown of p38α, but not p38β, inhibited B16F0 murine melanoma cell migration ability. Data are presented as means ± SD (n=3). * P<0.05 and ** P<0.001 vs. NC cells. si, small interfering; NC, negative control.
